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Hopefully as this newsletter hits your mailboxes, we receive a break 

from the scorching temps and lack of rainfall.  Weather patterns in 

2024 have been nothing short of sporadic, at the time of print we 

haven’t seen a substantial rainfall for weeks.  On visits throughout 

the county I witness pasture and hayfields drying up, corn drying 

down, and beans needing moisture to aid in pod fill.  At this time, I 

believe most hay harvesting has been completed and to my 

knowledge this year has been above average in terms of production.  

Remember as we move in to fall and winter a forage analysis is very 

beneficial when evaluating our winter feed strategies.  I have seen 

corn nearing harvest and would expect harvest to begin this month.  

Late planted beans sure could use a rainfall to help push them over 

the edge, so fingers crossed that happens soon.  One last                 

announcement be sure to make time for the Cattleman’s Field Day 

held on September 10th (refence flyer), we hope this is a program 

that we can build on and be a valuable hands-on resource of           

information for our producers. As always, I hope this finds everyone 

in a good place for fall harvest and reach out to the Extension Service 

for any needs that may arise. 
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September 10 - LC                           
Cattleman’s Field Day,                           
Voyager Angus Farm - Buffalo, KY 

September 25-26 - Intermediate    
Grazing School, Versailles, KY 

October 8  - LC Cattleman’s Meeting, 
LaRue Cooperative Extension Office 
7pm  

October 15 - Pasture Ecology         
Workshop, Elizabethtown, KY 
 

October 15-16 - Heart of America    
Grazing Conference, Elizabethtown, KY 
 

October 17 - Regenerative Pasture 

Walk with Greg Brann, Adolphus, KY 
 

October 19 - Eden Shale Farm Open 
House- Owenton, KY  



 If not already done, soil sample and apply fertilizer as needed. 

 Plant perennial grasses and legumes. Consider using a novel endophyte tall fescue. 

 Harvest hay as needed. Do NOT harvest alfalfa after mid-September. 

 Scout pastures, identify perennial weeds and woody brush. Consult an agricultural professional to deter-

mine the control strategy. 

 Closely monitor livestock and do NOT overgraze. Pasture plants accumulate energy reserves in the fall 

that help them overwinter and regrow in the spring. 

 Feed hay to allow pastures to stockpile for winter grazing. 

 Rest native warm-season grass fields until after frost for better winter survival. 





The University of Kentucky is proud to announce the 2024 Heart of America Grazing Conference in              

Elizabethtown, Kentucky! Our three day event will take place throughout Central Kentucky and                     

include some     

dynamic speakers 

on all things       

regenerative      

agriculture. The 

Heart of America 

Grazing             

Conference is an 

annual conference 

rotated around the 

mid-Atlantic and 

southeast region 

which focuses on 

improving            

regenerative       

agricultural       

practices. 
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As we are moving into harvest there are couple of things to think about in terms of farm 

finances. This year, net farm income is expected to decline and many farmers are worried about how 

they will cash flow the rest of the 2024 crop year. Now is the time to think about what can be done to 

help from seeing a significant decrease this year. I’ve outlined below a few topics that need to be 

thought about as we wrap up 2024 crop year and head into planning 2025. 

 

Crops – One of the most talked about topics when it comes to grain is price. 2024 crop prices have 

been less than ideal and causing producers to delay marketing 2024 crops. With yields expected to be 

good and crops not contacted, storage, or the lack thereof, comes into play. Some 2023 crops are still 

in the bin because of price, however now it must be moved to make room for 2024 crops. If the rest of 

2023 crops are not sold before harvest, selling grain out of the field or trying to find an empty grain 

bin are the only logical options for many. Looking ahead to 2025 with a large surplus of grain in the 

grain bins and fields, confidence that grain markets will rebound is not there. So as always, the main 

question is, when to sell, and at what point do you cut your losses to head off an even larger loss for 

net farm income in 2024? 

 

Lending – As producers face low prices and increasing input costs, agricultural lenders are starting to 

ask even more questions. With declining net farm incomes from 2021 to 2023 and with an even lower 

2024 projected net farm income, working capital is a concern with lenders. With the current farming 

economy, it is very important to communicate plans for the crop year with your lender and to keep 

them updated. More likely, lenders can help when in times of financial distress, but they must know 

what is going on at the farm. When it comes to borrowing money, the current high interest rates are 

not helping. If you are going into harvest and realizing that you will not be able to cash flow the last 

few months, now is the time to have conversations with your lender. 

 

Budget – One of the most important tools in 2024 has been a budget for the farm! As harvest quickly 

comes, producers need to be looking at where their budget stands. Will there be enough to cash flow 

the rest of the 2024 crop? If not, you need to see what expenses you can reduce and have a conversa-

tion with your lender. Cash flow has been stressed over the last few years and moving forward cash 

flow does not look promising. Even though the 2024 crop is still in the field, now is the time to start 

planning for the 2025 crop. One thing a producer does not want to do is let one year’s cash flow issues 

carry over to the next year. 
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It seems early to be thinking about stockpiling cool-season grasses for winter grazing, but how we 
manage pastures now can have a profound impact on fall growth. How closely and frequently we graze 
pastures this summer can either enhance or reduce our ability to stockpile grass this fall. The objective 
of this article is to provide some tips that will help to keep cool-season pastures healthy this summer. 
Fertilize and lime according to soil test. If you have not already done it, take a soil sample and apply 
any needed phosphorous, potassium, and lime. Avoid summer applications of nitrogen to cool-season 
pastures. They are generally not economical since cool-season grasses are not actively growing during 
the summer months. In addition, they can inadvertently weaken cool-season grass stands by promoting 
the growth of summer weeds. 
 

Do NOT graze cool-season pastures too closely. Grazing pastures closely during the summer months can 
weaken cool-season grass stands and promote the growth of warm-season grasses such as 
bermudagrass or crabgrass in these stands. There is nothing wrong with warm-season grasses, but we 
want to minimize them in pastures that will be stockpiled for winter grazing. Maintaining 4 to 6 inches 
of residue in cool-season pastures can also moderate soil temperature and conserve soil moisture. 
Rest cool-season pastures during the summer month. Resting pastures during the summer months allows 
them to acclimate to the hot and dry conditions often found in Kentucky. It allows plants to replenish 
and maintain stored carbohydrates (energy reserves) that can be mobilized in late summer and fall to full 
rapid growth during the stockpiling period. 
 

Graze warm-season grasses during the summer months. During the summer months, warm-season grasses 
will produce about twice as much dry matter per unit of water used when compared to cool season grasses. 
The beauty of warm-season grasses is that they allow you to get off of cool-season 
pastures when they are most susceptible to overgrazing. 

 

There are several perennial warm-season grasses that can be used, but in western Kentucky the most pro-
ductive, persistent, and tolerant to close and frequent grazing is bermudagrass. Johnsongrass is 
another warm-season perennial grass that can provide high quality summer grazing. I am going on 
record to make clear that I am NOT encouraging anyone to plant johnsongrass, but sometimes it is just 
there. Because johnsongrass is extremely palatable, it can be grazed out of pastures if not rotationally 
stocked. 

 

Warm-season annual grasses like pearl millet, sorghum-sudangrass, sudangrass, and crabgrass can 
provide high quality summer grazing. The primary disadvantage with summer annual grasses is that they 
need to be reestablished every year, which costs money and provides the chance for stand failure. The 
exception to this is crabgrass that develops volunteer stands from seed in the soil. Although most people 
don’t realize (or want to admit it) crabgrass has saved many cows during dry summers in western 
Kentucky. 

 

Feed hay in sacrifice area. During the summer months, it is tempting to just open the gates up and let the 
cattle free range. However, a better plan is to confine animals to the weakest paddock that you have 
and feed hay. You will likely damage this paddock, but it will allow you to maintain strong and vigorous 
sod in the others. This sacrifice area can then be renovated in late fall. 
 
When it comes to stockpiling cool-season grasses for winter grazing, what you do during the summer months 
really does matter! So, as we roll into the hottest and driest part of the grazing season, make sure and give 
your cool-season pastures a little tend loving care. It will pay big dividends this fall! 

Dr. Chris D. Teutsch, University of Kentucky Research and Education Center at Princeton 



As we move through the month October, the risk of crop-killing frosts and hard freezes will quickly increase. 
The National Weather Service office in La Crosse, WI, compiled the following list of meteorological conditions 
that can lead to frost conditions: 
 

Clear skies lead to radiational cooling, allowing the greatest amount of heat to exit into the atmosphere. 

Calm to light winds prevent stirring of the atmosphere, which allows a thin layer of super-cooled tempera-

tures to develop at the surface. These super-cooled temperatures can be up to 10 degrees cooler than 

five to six feet above the surface, where observations are typically taken. This is why frost develops even 

when reported temperatures are a few degrees above freezing. 

Cool temperatures, with some moisture, that promote ice crystal development. If the supercooled, freez-

ing temperatures can cool to the dew point (the temperature at which, when cooled to at constant pres-

sure, condensation occurs; moisture will have to come out of the atmosphere as fog, frost, etc.) frost 

could develop on exposed surfaces. 

Local topography also has a large role in determining if and where frost develops. Cold air will settle in the 

valleys since cold air  is heavier than warm air, therefore frost conditions are more prone in these regions. 

Valleys are also  sheltered from stronger winds, enhancing the potential for frost.  

Other local effects, such as soil    

moisture and temperature, and stage 

of vegetation "greenness", are factors 

that can affect the possibility of frost 

forming. The Midwest Regional      

Climate Center has put together a 

map of when Kentucky can typically 

expect to see the first 32 degree 

freeze of the season. The great        

majority of the commonwealth will 

see the first hard freeze during the 

last 10 days of October, but this can 

vary a week or two sooner or later 

depending on the set-up for that    

particular year.  

  By Derrick Snyder – National Weather Service Paducah, KY 
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